May 11, 2020
Discussion continues about applying
for a Phase 2 Variance
During the May 11 Board of County Commissioners
Meeting, County Administrator Phillip Morley read 30
comments received from community members related to
the county’s consideration of applying for a variance to
move to Phase 2 of the state’s four-phase plan. The
majority of the comments read expressed concerns about
opening up those businesses listed in Phase 2 with an
emphasis placed on that step bringing in a large number of
tourists to the area especially when they don’t practice
social distancing. Businesses that appeared to be
highlighted throughout the comments included hair salons,
barber shops, restaurants and churches.
Commissioner Brotherton stated that while not all
comments received were read, all of them will be
forwarded to the County Board of Health for consideration.
Dr. Locke, Jefferson County Medical Director, reported one
new case over the weekend. He stated that some of the
new testing tools now available allowed Public Health to
test several suspected contacts the infected person had.
“This new case appears to be a local transmission,” Locke
said. “The person has not been traveling out of the county.”
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Locke also talked about the affect the new case may have
on the county’s ability to apply for a Phase to variance.
Based on the published criteria for eligibility to apply for a
variance, there must not be any new cases in a jurisdiction
for the past 30 days. “We no longer meet that criteria,” he
said. While unsure if the zero cases criteria is a realistic goal,
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he added that two counties that have applied for a variance
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do not meet the criteria. Locke will be contacting the State
Department of Health to find out if the new case will prevent Jefferson County from applying for a variance. Until a
decision is made by the Dept. of Health, Jefferson County is maintaining its plans to move through the designated process.
The upcoming meetings scheduled include: The County Board of Health special meeting on May 14 to discuss Dr. Locke’s
recommendations which he will have ready tomorrow. Another joint meeting is planned for May 18 or May 19 and includes the
County Commissioners; City of PT; PUD; Board of Health; Port of PT; the business community and stakeholder. The regularly
scheduled County Board of Health meeting will take place on May 21. The Board of County Commissioners, scheduled to meet
on Tuesday, May 26 could be moved to May 22 to expedite the process. At that meeting, a final decision will be made.

REMINDER: The May 18 Board of County Commissioners meeting will be broadcast on KPTZ 91.9 or you can
watch the meeting at www.co.jefferson.wa.us click on Videos of Meetings on the lower left side of the
screen, then choose Streaming Live.
Jefferson County & the City of Port Townsend to
receive funds for coronavirus relief
The Washington State Dept. of Commerce announced on Friday, May 8 that local government would soon
receive their portion of nearly $300 million in federal Coronavirus Act, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES
Act) funds to assist in paying for COVID-19 related costs.
Jefferson County is slated to receive $1,754,500 and the City of Port Townsend will get $288,300. Funds were
allocated based on the 2019 population numbers, COVID-19 impact and other factors.
Allowable expenses include, but are not limited to: medical and public health expenses; payroll expenses for
public safety, public health, health care, human services and similar employees whose services are substantially
dedicated to mitigating or responding to the emergency. Expenses of actions to facilitate compliance with public
health measures; expenses associated with the provision of economic support in connection with the emergency
and any other COVID-19-related expenses reasonably necessary to the function of government that satisfy the
Fund’s eligibility criteria.
For more information, go to https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Coronavirus-ReliefFund-FAQs-updated-5-4-2020.pdf

Notes from Gov. Inslee’s May 8 Press Conference
During Gov. Inslee’s Friday press conference, he remarked that as a result of the commitments of Washington
Residents, we are moving ahead to open up businesses.
Inslee’s Four Phase plan is now in Phase 1. The businesses allowed to open in Phase 1 include essential
businesses; existing construction that meets agreed upon criteria; landscaping; Auto/RV/Boat/ORV (four-season
RV) sales; retail (curb-side pick-up orders only; car washes and pet walkers. Those businesses received guidelines
they must comply with before re-opening . Some outdoor recreation was also opened and includes hunting,
fishing, golfing, boating and hiking.
Inslee also said that there has been some progress in keeping positive cases down, but he is concerned about
the situation we are in today. “We are in the hardest place in the course of this disease because we have had
some early victories and now it would be easy to let up in our efforts. We want a full economic recovery and we
want to do it right so we don’t have to do it again later,” he said.
Gov. Inslee also said that Washington has received a significant shipment of swabs for testing with another
shipment coming in this week followed by a weekly shipment of 100,000. “There will be a need for testing as
people go back to work and school.”

