Water Quality

August 2017

FACT SHEET

Little Goose Creek
Quick terms:
E. coli = bacteria
associated with feces
from warm-blooded
animals

EPA =
Environmental
Protection Agency
JCPH = Jefferson
County Public Health
mpn/100mL = most
probable number
per 100 milliliters, a
standard measure of
bacteria
Nonpoint source =
water pollution that
is spread over the
landscape
OSS = Onsite septic
systems
O&M =
operations
and
maintenance
inspections of
OSS

Jefferson County
Public Health (JCPH)
has found elevated
levels of E. coli
bacteria in Little Goose
Creek, a small stream
that flows into Oak
Bay at Hiller Drive. A
Water Quality
Advisory has been
issued for the area (see
map). E. coli is an
indicator of fecal
contamination and
potential risk of
waterborne diseases.
When bacteria levels
are high, people can
get sick from
swimming or
consuming shellfish
from the area.

The mouth of Little Goose Creek has shown rising concentrations of E. coli
since 2014 (see chart). Average bacteria levels for the last 30-days are 2,871,
well above the EPA safe limit of 100 mpn/100mL. Nonpoint source pollution
can be hard to trace. Wildlife may be a factor, but failing septic systems are
likely to be the primary source. The good news is that Little Goose Creek is
small and bacteria levels in Oak Bay County Park have remained favorable, so
far.
JCPH has been checking the condition of septic systems in your area. Several
systems have been repaired or are being tested. Dye has been introduced to some
systems to see if it shows up in the creek. If you see any unusual colors please
call us right away at 360-385-9444. We want to work with the community to
maintain water quality. Help us clean up Little Goose Creek!

 See back for tips on how you can help!
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What You Can Do
 Repair leaky water fixtures. Call JCPH to participate in a septic system survey and get a

free leak detection kit or water saving device for your home (while supplies last).
 Take a homeowner septic class. Call JCPH to sign up for the next available class and you

may be eligible for rebates on inspections and riser installation (while supplies last).
 Get more information by calling 360-385-9444 or visit JeffersonCountyPublicHealth.org

and look under Environmental Health for Septic Systems. You can also find information
about our water quality monitoring programs under Water Quality.

Need help paying for repairs?
Affordable loans are available in Jefferson
County. Craft3 is a non-profit organization that
offers Clean Water Loans to help families
repair or replace their failing septic system.

1-888-231-2170 or www.craft3.org

www.JeffersonCountyPublicHealth.org

one to three years depending on the type of system. This is different than pumping.

Water Quality

 Get your septic system inspected. State and local laws require O&M inspections every

