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Port Ludlow Shoreline—Wet Season Results
Quick Terms:
Fecal coliform:
bacteria associated
with feces from
warm-blooded
animals.

Jefferson County Public Health finished winter monitoring along the Port Ludlow shoreline for fecal
coliform bacteria in March 2017. Fecal coliform bacteria are indicators of pathways for
contamination and potential risk of waterborne diseases. When bacteria levels are high, people can
get sick from swimming or water recreation.

Measuring Fecal
coliform: Sample
results are reported
in “cfu” or colony
forming units per
100 milliliters .

cfu/100 ml
cfu/100 ml
cfu/100 ml

OSS: Onsite septic
systems. One
source of fecal
coliform in the
environment is
failing septic
systems or leaking
wastewater pipes.
O&M: operations
and maintenance
inspections of OSS
(required every 1-3
years depending on
OSS type).

Overall, most sample results were well below the State limit for primary contact during recreation of
50 cfu/100ml of fecal coliform bacteria. Nine sites exceeded the state limit. Note that one area in the
lagoon south of the Twins could not be sampled (see the map). We
hope to investigate further to determine why bacteria levels are high at
By the Numbers
the sites marked in orange and red.

Sewer connections in Pt Ludlow: over 1500
OSS systems within sewered area of Pt
Ludlow’s shoreline: 84
Average OSS lifespan: 30 yrs
OSS in shoreline area over 30 yrs old: 35%
Septic Systems current on O&M inspections
county-wide: 7.5%
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The study will be completed in the Fall of 2017 after a summer season
of shoreline monitoring. We will post our findings along with other
water quality updates for East Jefferson County, on the W ater Quality
and Shellfish section of www.jeffersoncountypublichealth.org.
To maintain water quality in Port Ludlow, please do your part and
help keep Puget Sound clean. See back for tips on how you can help!
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For septic system that needs repair ...
Low interest loans are available in Jefferson County.
Craft3 is a non-profit organization that offers Clean
Water Loans to help families repair or replace their
failing septic system with no money down.

(888) 231-2170 or
www.craft3.org

The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) also offers grant and low-interest loan
programs to assist homeowners with installing
or replacing septic systems.

(360) 452-8994 or
www.rd.usda.gov/wa

What You Can Do To Protect Your Shoreline
 Black flexipipe is often seen dangling

along shoreline bluffs. Homeowners use
these to drain water off their property
but they often break off over time and
litter our shores. Erosion tends to occur
beneath these pipelines resulting in gully
formation that can destabilize the bluff.
Homeowners should monitor and
replace these pipes as needed to avoid
problems.
 If you have an onsite septic system, get

your system inspected. State and local
laws require O&M inspections every one
to three years depending on the type of
system you have. This is different from
having your system pumped out.
 Repair leaky water fixtures. If you have a

septic system, call JCPH at 360-385-9444 to schedule a free sanitary survey and get a free leak detection kit or
water saving device for your home (while supplies last).
 Get more information by calling 360-385-9444 or visit

JeffersonCountyPublicHealth.org. Click on Water Quality and Shellfish to
find out about water quality monitoring programs.
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