Aug. 13, 2020
New Public Health Order in effect
On August 11, Dr. Tom Locke issued an order that will allow
enforcement steps to be taken in food service establishments
when business owners and/or customers do not comply with
masking or social distancing safeguards.
During Aug. 10 Board of County Commissioner’s meeting, Dr.
Locke said, “There has been a lot of discussion among health
officers that voluntary compliance is just not enough. There has
to be an enforcement component to it.”
In part, Locke’s order states “Jefferson County is currently
experiencing ongoing transmission of confirmed COVID-19 cases
as are neighboring counties and Washington State as a whole.”
The order further states that a spike in positive cases is partially
caused by people who come together in public places to include
restaurants, bars and grocery stores and don’t wear facemasks or
practice social distancing. With this order, the Health Officer is
authorized to suspend operating permits “or other remedies
authorized by state law and/or Jefferson County Code.” The
entire Public Health order can be found at
https://jeffersoncountypublichealth.org/1429/COVID-19.

State Health Department reports virus surge
seems to be slowing
The Washington Coronavirus Response Joint Information Center
held a briefing yesterday to provide an update on the state's
ongoing response to COVID-19.
According to Dr. Kathy Lofy, State Health Officer, “We continue
to see positive signs in the data with a decline in the number of
COVID-19 cases in Washington.” Dr. Lofy said the number of
hospitalizations is also flattening out.
Dr. John Wiesman, WA State Secretary of Health said the fall weather and changes that may come when people spend
more time inside will be watched closely by the health department. “We will work with the Governor and look at the
trends and data everyday,” he said. “The data will tell us when the right time is to open schools.” To read the transcript
from the briefing, go to https://www.tvw.org/watch/?clientID=9375922947&eventID=2020081031 and select Transcript.

ALL COUNTY

PICNIC-IN-PLACE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

With the statewide ban on groups gathering together because of
COVID-19, this year’s All County Picnic will carry on its
preparedness theme in your front yard!
Jefferson County Emergency Management and Local20/20’s
Neighborhood Preparedness Action Group (NPREP) are
encouraging neighborhood groups to safely gather together in
adjoining yards and engage in conversation about preparedness
plans and share challenges and successes experienced in this year
of the pandemic.

FREE , un cooked corn
on the cob can be delivered to
you on Au gust 15 or 16. Sign up
for delivery at
www.allcountypicn ic.com.

The Department of Emergency Management Director Willie Bence
together with other local public safety and emergency operations staff will be hosting an online presentation on Sunday,
August 16 at 5PM.
Community members can sign up to log in and listen to these leaders discuss the local response to COVID-19, lessons
learned and key factors for success moving forward. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions and
contribute to an open discussion about ways to build resiliency under the COVID-19 ‘new normal. ’Go to
www.allcountypicnic.com to participate in the online presentation. You don’t have to be a part of an organized
neighborhood to participate.

~
In Jefferson County, free masks are available for anyone at Safeway, QFC/Hadlock, Quilcene Village Store, Food Coop,
Dept. of Public Health. Free Masks are also available for our low-income populations at Olycap, Food Banks and Dept. of
Public Health. To report a business not following statewide face mask directives:
https://lni.wa.gov/forms-publications/F418-052-000.pdf

Questions about Coronavirus?
Go to: www.coronavirus.wa.gov
Who to call: State COVID-19 Assistance Hotline: 1-800-525-0127
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday thru Friday
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday and on observed state holidays.
You can also text the word “Coronavirus” to 211-211 to receive information and updates on your phone wherever you
are. You will receive links to the latest information on COVID-19, including county-level updates and resources for
families, businesses, students and more. Business and worker inquiry questionnaire:
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/how-you-can-help/covid-19-business-and-worker-inquiries.
Com plaint form: https://bit.ly/covid-compliance
•
•

