July 2, 2020
Ferry service levels effected by to COVID-19
Travelers should plan ahead and prepare for long waits if
driving onto a state ferry over the Fourth of July holiday
weekend.
Several routes are operating on reduced schedules dependent
on Washington State Ferries’ COVID Response Service Plan.
Additional information can be found at
https://www.wa.gov/ferries/
The busiest sailings will likely be in the westbound direction
Thursday, July 2, then eastbound Sunday, July 5, as travelers
return from their Independence Day getaways.
With more than 100 high-risk employees unavailable due to
the pandemic, a lack of crewmembers needed to meet U.S.
Coast Guard safety requirements, has caused further schedule
reductions over the past few weekends.
“We might be forced to make future temporary adjustments
because of lack of crew, but pledge to provide as much
advance notice as we can,” said Amy Scarton, head of WSF. “I
know how service changes can be frustrating, especially for
communities that rely on us as a vital link to the mainland. I
ask for your patience during this difficult time, when most
counties remain under directives to travel for essential
purposes only.”
The longest wait times for vehicles are likely to be at the
Edmonds, Kingston, Mukilteo and Clinton terminals. These
routes often have the highest vehicle ridership in the system
on any given day. To reduce or eliminate waiting, riders may
consider walking on or taking an early morning or late evening
sailing.

Inslee Extends Safe Start Proclamation One
Week
Gov. Jay Inslee issued a brief extension of the Safe Start
proclamation until July 9, in anticipation of additional
modifications that will be made early next week.
This Proclamation extends all of the provisions of previous
versions, provides minor clarifications, and adds the following
requirements for employers: cooperate with public health
authorities in the investigation of COVID-19 cases and
outbreaks; cooperate with the implementation of infection
control measures; comply with all public health authority orders and directives; and comply with all Department of Labor &
Industries interpretive guidance, regulations and rules. Link to read the entire proclamation:
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/Safe%20Start%20Proc%202025.5.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Jefferson County residents and visitors are urged to use caution when purchasing and using fireworks outside of Port
Townsend city limits. Use of, possession or discharge of fireworks within the City of Port Townsend is banned. Also, state
and county properties are off-limits for the discharge of fireworks.
Legal fireworks suitable for use in unrestricted areas of Jefferson County include the following:
cylindrical fountains, helicopters and aerial spinners, cone fountains, smoke devices, Roman candles,
parachutes, wheels, mine/shells/cakes, ground spinners, reloadable mortars, dipped sticks/sparklers and
novelties.
RCW 70.77 states that the ignition of fireworks is allowable between the following dates and times:
June 28: Between noon and 11 p.m.
June 29 – July 3: Between 9 a.m. and 11 p.m.
July 4: Between 9 a.m. and 12 a.m.
July 5: Between 9 a.m. and 11 p.m.
Please use care in the purchase and discharge of fireworks. Do not light them indoors or near dry grass.
Always have a bucket of water and/or fire extinguisher nearby. Wear snug clothing while using fireworks.
If a device fails to go off properly, do not stand over it to investigate it or try to relight it. Wait at least
15 minutes before placing it in a bucket of water.
For more information, go to https://www.wsp.wa.gov/fireworks/.

Commissioners declare Burn Ban for County through September
County commissioners together with the Fire Marshal and Jefferson County Fire Chiefs unanimously passed a resolution
banning debris disposal open burning from July 1, 2020 through Sept. 30, 2020. Recreational fires were not included in this
ban, however Jefferson County will follow the guidance of the Dept. of Natural Resources if a state level recreational fire
ban is issued.

Facemasks are available at the following locations:
Safeway Food Store, 442 West Sims Way, WA, 6am-10pm
Food Coop, 414 Kearney Street, 8am-7pm
Quilcene Village Store, 294235 US Hwy. 101, 7am-11pm
QFC Port Hadlock, 1890 Irondale Road, 8am-8pm
M asks for low-income families are available at:
Public Health in Port Townsend
Olycap
YMCA
Food Banks

