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department of community development
621 Sheridan Street ( Port Townsend ( Washington 98368

360/379-4450 ( 360/379-4451 Fax

http://www.co.jefferson.wa.us/commdevelopment/

MEMORANDUM
To:

Board of County Commissioners
From:

Al Scalf, Director, Department of Community Development




Stacie Hoskins, Planning Manager, DCD




Joel Peterson, Associate Planner, DCD

Date:

March 10, 2009

Re:

Transmittal of Planning Commission and DCD Recommendations for MLA09-00024, 



Compliance Actions for the Irondale/Port Hadlock Urban Growth Area
The Department of Community Development initiated MLA 09-24 which completes final compliance tasks outlined in the May 31, 2005 Final Decision and Order and the May 30, 2006 Compliance Order of the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board.  The compliance tasks include adopting an updated General Sewer Plan for Appendix I of the Comprehensive Plan, adopting urban levels of service for the UGA through Chapter 18.18 JCC, adopting a new Appendix L to the Comprehensive Plan consisting of an updated Dwelling Unit and Population Holding Capacity Analysis for the UGA.  Text amendments throughout the plan are made to reflect these new documents.  In particular, the following elements:  Introduction, Urban Growth Area, Utilities, and Capital Facilities.

Capital Facilities plans meeting urban levels of service for sewer are incorporated into the amendment by adoption of the Port Hadlock UGA Sewer Facility Plan.  This is the same document which is adopted as the General Sewer Plan update of Appendix I. 

Background

Our most recent legislative action regarding the GMA compliance activity for the UGA was Ordinance No. 07-0707-08, July 7, 2008, enacting amendments to address “minor issues” identified by the Western Washington Growth Management Hearings Board (February 8, 2008 Final Decision and Order for Case No. 07-2-0012 and Order on Compliance for Case Nos. 03-2-0010 & 04-2-0022).

After completing the compliance action, the Planning Commission’s UGA Committee reconvened on July 23, 2008 for work on the remaining issues outlined in the Order Finding Continuing Noncompliance and Granting Additional Time for Compliance, dated April 16, 2008. 

The UGA Committee continued to meet in duly noticed public meetings on these additional dates: August 27, 2008; September 24, 2008; January 15, 2009; and January 29, 2009.

The Planning Commission discussed the UGA on their advertised agenda in the following meetings: November 19, 2008; January 21, 2009; and February 4, 2009.

The Department of Community Development held a widely advertised public open house for the community regarding the Urban Growth Area on January 27, 2009.

The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on the proposed Comprehensive Plan and UDC amendments of MLA09-00024 on February 18, 2009.

The Planning Commission deliberated on March 4, 2009 and provided the attached findings and recommendations. 

Planning Commission and DCD Concurrence
After the original MLA09-00024 that was provided to the Board, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on February 18, 2009 to take public testimony.  During deliberations the Planning Commission and DCD made additional minor text changes for consistency in the Comprehensive Plan chapters 2, 11 and 12;  edited the use table to reflect the condition of no residential holding capacity allocated to the commercial zoning districts until more thorough mixed-use planning was achieved; and specified how and when urban development standards would apply to the UGA as sewer facilities became available in the proposed 18.18.060 JCC.
The Department of Community Development concur with the proposed amendments brought to the Board.  Although under this concurrence situation the Board could forego a public hearing according to 18.45 JCC.  However, a state statute RCW 36.94.030, requires a public hearing before adopting a General Sewer Plan into the Comprehensive Plan.   Notwithstanding the concurrence between Planning Commission and DCD, it is prudent to hear public testimony on all the proposed amendments in MLA09-00024 as provided.
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