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Date: October 21, 2009

Subject: Findings & Conclusions for MLA09-295
WWGMHB Compliance Action: Irondale/Port Hadlock UGA

The Planning Commission is pleased to submit our recommendation to the Board of County
Commissioners for review and adoption, regarding MLA09-295 submitted by the Department of
Community Development. The application proposes amendments to the Comprehensive Plan
and Unified Development Code to achieve compliance with orders by the Western Washington
Growth Management Hearings Board in Case No. 07-2-0012c.

Due to the need to encourage economic development in Jefferson County, the Planning
Commission recommends that the WWGMHB Compliance Order be answered by applying the
urban development standards in Chapter 18.18 JCC and applying the urban zoning map found
as Figure 2-1 in the Comprehensive Plan. These standards will apply to all development in the
Urban Growth Area and will allow development at urban levels on interim septic systems in
advance of sewer availability. We have attached our recommended changes to Chapter 18.18
JCC for consistency with this purpose.

In preparing our recommendation, we have considered the growth management indicators and
other general guidance on required findings, and therefore do hereby declare the following
findings and conclusions in support of our decision:

A. Required findings as per Jefferson County Code (JCC) Title 18.45.080(1)(b)(i-iii):

i. The circumstances related to the proposed amendment and the area in which it is located
have substantially changed since the adoption of the Jefferson County Comprehensive
Plan. Particularly, the economic climate has changed and local growth has fallen below
original projections. Permit applications in DCD have dropped 50%.




