Irondale and Port Hadlock UGA

Issues and Answers
At the Open House in November 2003, we were pleased to receive such a great
response from the Irondale and Port Hadlock community, giving us feedback,
comments and asking questions. Our goal for both that Open House and certainly
this one is to better understand community issues, your concerns and suggestions for
our planning process and to maintain an ongoing dialogue with you and your
neighbors.
Moving forward, we are pleased to provide some answers to questions and issues
you have raised over the past few months. As you read some of the points that
follow, additional thoughts may be triggered. We invite you to continue to give us your
suggestions and ask questions. We’ll work hard to get answers back to you.

ISSUES REGARDING THE SEWER PLAN:
1) Will the sewer be available in residential areas?
2) What’s the cost to existing businesses and potential residences?
3) What is the environmental impact of existing private systems and on the
overall area?
4) Do existing septic systems have to hook up to sewer?
5) When will the sewer plan be done and approved?
6) What is the selected alternative and its advantages?

ANSWERS:
1) There will be an optional sewer service area adjacent to the commercial
areas where residences can hook up to the sewer system if the desire or
need arises. Only commercial property will be required to hook up to the
system.
2) It is anticipated that 45% of the sewer project can be funded by grants, with low
interest loans available to the County. The loans will need to be repaid, so
these remaining costs will be allocated among users. The cost of the initial
phase of the preferred alternative is projected to be less than $3 million.
3) The soils in the UGA have a high rate of infiltration and are well suited for septic
systems. A sewer system will be necessary to allow for commercial services
in core areas, while most residential areas will be able to continue to use
individual septic systems.
4) Existing septic systems for residences will not be required to hook up to the sewer
system. Exact policies regarding sewer for commercial property have not
been specified.
5) It is anticipated that the County Commissioners will adopt the preferred
alternative by the middle of 2004, with a facilities plan developed by the end
of 2004, followed later with constructions plans and specifications. The first

phase of the sewer system should be in place in 2-4 years.
6) A constructed wetland treatment system is the preferred alternative identified in the
General
Sewer Plan. Advantages include: lower cost, potential water reuse, it
helps to
recharge the aquifer, increases habitat and wetland functions.

ISSUES REGARDING UGA INFRASTRUCTURE:
1) How can we create more businesses to provide better jobs that pay at least living wages?
2) Will mid-range housing be available and how can we get multi-family units/low-income
housing/assisted living facilities? What about future condos/apartments?
3) Can we have streetlights on main roads and improved landscaping standards?
4) What can be done to clean up junk cars and have more “community pride?”
5) Who will enforce zoning regulations?
6) How can we get urban design standards for new buildings?

ANSWERS:
1) By developing a strong infrastructure of services in the UGA, the community can attract new
businesses to the area that will create additional jobs.
2) A variety of housing options, such as apartments, townhouses, condos and assisted living
facilities can be provided within the UGA’s Residential Zones. Sewer infrastructure will
allow for greater building flexibility, increased housing density and an increased amount
of available land for building.
3) Providing urban services such as traffic lights, street lights, a sign ordinance, as well as
landscaping standards, are all part of the overall plan.
4) The County Commissioners are in the process of writing an ordinance to address “junk cars” in
an attempt to clean up areas in the UGA
5) The Jefferson County Department of Community Development enforces zoning regulations.
6) The UGA will allow for a wide range of building flexibility. The sewer will provide for greater lot
coverage by not having a requirement for septic systems.
Thank you for your attendance and participation at our Open House. Your thoughts and
comments continue to be essential to our planning process. Formal review of the 2004
Comprehensive Plan amendment package for the UGA is already underway by the Planning
Commission. Their proposal will come before the Board of County Commissioners by the end of
July, when zoning and infrastructure planning will be decided. Again, your input, suggestions and
questions are always welcome and appreciated.
For more information you are encouraged to go to the County’s Web site at
www.co.jefferson.wa.us/commdevelopment, giving more details.
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