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Presentation Overview

• What is a Shoreline Master Program?
• Background on the County’s SMP Update 

Process
• Overview of the proposed SMP
• Potential regulatory changes
• Ways that you can stay involved 



What is an SMP?

Goals for shoreline management 
Policies to guide decision-making
Regulations for shoreline use and 
development

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
So now you have the regulatory context, some history, a sense of the legal requirements we are trying to meet and of where the regulations apply, now we need to understand what a SMP really is:   

A plan that defines goals and policies for shoreline development consistent with the Comprehensive Plan

A set of regulations governing shoreline use and development

A framework for developing, protecting, and restoring the County’s shorelines over time
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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Projected population growth for Jefferson County is 43% between 2000 and 2020 
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Shoreline Management Act of 1971 

“…prevent the inherent harm in an 
uncoordinated and piecemeal 
development of the state’s shorelines.”

RCW 90.58.020

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Legislature recognized this back in 1971 when they passed the SMA the purpose of which was to

“…coordinated planning is necessary in order to protect the public’s interest associated with shorelines of the state, while at the same time recognizing and protecting private property rights consistent with the public’s interest.”
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Policy Goals of the Act

• Encourage ‘water-dependent’ 
uses 

• Protect shoreline natural 
resources

• Promote public access to 
public shorelines
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Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Policy goals of the Act, implemented by the planning policies of master programs, may not be achievable by development regulation alone. Planning policies should be pursued through the regulation of development of private property only to an extent that is consistent with all relevant constitutional and other legal limitations (where applicable, statutory limitations such as those contained in Ch. 82.02 RCW and RCW 43.21C.060) on the regulation of private property.�
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Local Planning
• Secured state grant funds
• Conducted technical assessment of shoreline 

conditions
• Compared the existing SMP to the new state 

rules
• Convened 2 Advisory Committees
• Solicited input and feedback from County 

residents



Public Outreach



The SMP Regulates…
NEW shoreline use and development 
including but not limited to:

– Residential development
– Docks, mooring buoys, and beach stairs
– Bulkheads
– Vegetation management
– Water-related recreation
– Aquaculture



SMP generally Does NOT Regulate …
EXISTING Uses/Developments and: 

• Vessels or navigation 
• Fishing, hunting, or recreational shellfish 

harvesting
• In-stream flows
• Stormwater
• Septic systems
• Wells



Shoreline Environment Designations



Proposed Environment Designations

On Land
• Natural
• Conservancy
• Shoreline Residential
• High Intensity

In Water
• Aquatic
• Priority Aquatic 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Regulations of executive branch agencies are issued by authority of statutes. Like legislation and the Constitution, regulations are a source of primary law in Washington State. The WAC codifies the regulations and arranges them by subject or agency. The online version of the WAC is updated twice a month
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Potential Regulatory Changes

• Residential development – More likely new 
homes will require a conditional use permit

• Bulkheads - only allowed when there is 
‘demonstrated need’

• Beach stairs & walkways – limits on location and 
size; prohibited in some cases

• Docks – not allowed in some areas; shared 
docks required for subdivisions

• Buoys – limits on density in some bays



Buffers and Setbacks

• CAO buffers will apply in most cases
• Water-dependent & water-related uses do not 

have to locate outside the buffer
• Small lots are allowed a 2,500 SF building 

footprint (no variance required)



Agriculture and Forest Practices
• No change for existing Agriculture on Ag lands

• Timber harvesting - defers to State DNR rules 



What Do You Think?
• Review the Draft SMP
• Review the technical documents
• Fill out a comment card
• Attend Planning Commission 

meetings this fall
• Participate in public hearings
• Visit the website for updated 

information

Photo by H. Shipman



More Information

• Website: 
http://www.co.jefferson.wa.us/commdevelopment/ 
ShorelinePlanning.htm

• Email/Call - Michelle McConnell (360-379-4484) 
at mmcconnell@co.jefferson.wa.us

• Attend upcoming committee meetings

http://www.co.jefferson.wa.us/commdevelopment/ShorelinePlanning.htm
http://www.co.jefferson.wa.us/commdevelopment/ShorelinePlanning.htm
mailto:mmcconnell@co.jefferson.wa.us


Thank You


	Slide Number 1
	Presentation Overview
	What is an SMP?
	Slide Number 4
	 Shoreline Management Act of 1971 
	Policy Goals of the Act
	Local Planning
	Public Outreach
	The SMP Regulates…
	SMP generally Does NOT Regulate …
	Shoreline Environment Designations
	Proposed Environment Designations
	Potential Regulatory Changes
	Buffers and Setbacks
	Agriculture and Forest Practices
	What Do You Think?
	More Information
	Slide Number 18

