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Agricultural Buildings 

 
 

 There has been confusion around what constitutes an exemption from the International 
Building Code for the construction of an agricultural building.  An agricultural exemption is not 
authorized under the IBC nor the State Building Code Act, RCW 19.27 
 
Structures. According to JCC 15.05.040(1), certain types of agricultural structures do not require a 
building permit from the Department of Community Development. 
   
(A) No county building permit is required for buildings or structures erected exclusively for the 
storage of livestock, feed, and/or farm implements, provided said structures are: freestanding, 
located at least 10 feet from the nearest structure and not attached to any structure, unless 
attached to another agricultural building; do not contain plumbing, except as necessary to maintain 
farm animals; do not contain a heat source, such as a wood stove or electric heat, unless 
specifically permitted. 
 
(B) Agricultural buildings that contain plumbing other than that as authorized above must obtain a 
plumbing installation permit and health department approval. 
 
(C) Agricultural buildings that contain a heat source for an agricultural purpose must obtain a wood 
stove permit or an electrical permit as appropriate. 
 
(D) Agricultural buildings used for the storage of private automobiles, trucks, etc., which are not 
licensed as farm equipment, are considered garages or carports and must obtain a building permit.  
 
(E) Agricultural buildings used for the purpose of hosting members of the public for the purpose of 
retail sales of agricultural products or machinery constructed on-site shall require a building permit 
to ensure life safety and structural integrity. If an older agricultural building constructed under the 
building permit exemption for agricultural buildings is proposed for hosting members of the public, 
the building shall be brought into compliance with the building code, as determined by the building 
official.  The change of use will also require planning review by the Development Review Division. 
 
(F) The building official shall judge whether a proposed structure, a structure under construction, or 
a completed structure violates this building permit exemption. A structure determined to be in 
violation will be considered a structure subject to the building code. 
 
(G) Temporary growing structures used solely for the commercial production of horticultural plants 
including ornamental plants, flowers, vegetables, and fruits are not considered structures subject to 
the State Building Code, Chapter 19.27 RCW, pursuant to RCW 19.27.065. 
 


